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obliterated. And, lastly, the prompt and pleasant effect of the chloro-

form in inducing sleep, in allaying the great nervous irritability to

which the convulsions were attributed, and thus preventing their recur-

rence, is especially worthy of note.

CRIMINAL LUNACY IN THE STATE OF NEW YORK.

[Tha following is an extract from the last annual report of Dr. John

P. Gray, Medical Superintendent of the New York State Lunatic

Asylum. It presents the statistics in the cases of sixty-six insane con-

victs transferred to the institution from the state prisons, and eighty-

six “crimninmml and dangerous persons” admitted on the orders of judges

and justices.-Erms.]

In 1846, three years after the opening of the asylum, the Legisla-

ture passed a law authorizing the transfer to its care, of such convicts

as were then, and muight subsequently become insane. This step was

not then in conformity with the views of the officers of the institution,

but was nevertheless taken. However, convinced by accumulated ex-

perience and observation, of the impropriety of associating the crimi-

nal classes with the inmates of a general asylum, the Legislature of

1854 repealed the law, and passed an act directing the erection of a

building at one of the prisons, for the treatment and care of insane con-

victs, and providing for the removal of those in this institution.

During the session of 1857 an appropriation of $20,000 was made

for the purpose of carrying the law into effect. A lot adjoining the

prison at Auburn was chosen, a plan selected, the work commenced

last spring, and the building is now far advanced towards completion.

As it is designed as a State institution and not as a mere appendage to

the prison, it is to be hoped that under proper organization and judi-

cious direction, it will be a credit to the State and fully illustrate the

wisdom of the policy directing its establishment; and we further hope

it is a step in the direction of an entire separation of the various crim-

inal classes from the ordinary insane.

During the period of eight years, from 1846 to 1854, sixty-seven

convicts were transferred to the asylum; of which number the follow-

in� synopsis will give the history and results.
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The form of mental disease was as follows:

Acute mania, . 1 Dementia, 41
Chronic mania,... 5 General paralysis,. . - .2
Periodic mania, - . .. 1 Imbecility, . - 1
Paroxysmal mania, .1 Feigned insanity, 14
Melancholia, 1 -

Total,.. 67

Of these sixty-four were males, and three were females. Of the

whole number but five recovered, viz: The case of melancholia, that

of periodic mania, and three of the cases of dementia. Six of the

cases of dementia were complicated with epilepsy dating anterior to

the commission of the crimes for which they were sent to prison.

Fourteen of the whole number died, viz: The case of acute mania,

that of paroxysmal mania, the two of general paralysis, and nine cases

of dementia.

Thirty-two of the number have been returned to prison, or have

effected their escape. Seven of those feigning disease to avoid pun-

ishment, were notorious house-breakers, and made their escape a few

days after reception. There are remaining now in the institution

eighteen convicts.

The crimes committed by the sixty-seven persons, and for which

they were sent to prison, are as follows:

Murder, .1 Robbery, - .. 2
Manslaughter 3 Forgery, . - 2
Arson, . . - 3 Counterfeiting, - - . . 1
Rape 7 Peijury 1
Assault and battery,.. - 4 Burglary, . - 16
Stabbing, . . 1 Grand larceny 24
Mayhem, .1 -

Mutiny, 1 Total,.. .67

Of the fourteen cases of feigned insanity, one had been convicted of

stabbing. five of burglary, and eight of grand larceny; all had long

sentences to prison. Three of the number feigned mania, and the

remaining eleven dementia.

It is a significant fact that for the period of eight years but one case

of acute mania was sent from our state prisons. These statistics show

that the form of mental disease most likely to occur among this class,

is dementia. We have here forty-one cases of this form in fifty-three

cases of insanity! Their individual history shows further that in

nearly all, the process of sinking into dementia was gradual and not

the sequence of neglected or violent mania-a fact confirmed by my

personal visits to the prisons, and information given me by their offi-
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cers. Few convicts become insane from the operation of moral causes.

During the past fifteen years eighty-aix “criminal and dangerous

lunatics” have been sent to the asylum on orders of judges and

justices.

The form of mental disease in these cases is as follows:

Acute mania, 12 Mania with epilepsy, - 2
Sub-acute mania, - - - .3 Dementia with epilepsy 2
Chronic mania 14 General paralysis . .1
Periodic mania 3 Feigned insanity,. - 12
Paroxysmal mania, 4 Not insane 2
Puerperal mania,. . 1 Imbediles 4
Dementia,.. 26

Total ..

Among the crimes recorded as committed are twenty-two murders

and fourteen arsons; of the former ten were committed by persons

laboring under dementia, two by demented epileptics, two had acute

mania, one sub-acute mania, four chronic mania, one was an imbecile,

and two feigned insanity as a means of escape. Nineteen were males,

and three females.

Of the fourteen acts of incendiarism four were by persons laboring

under dementia, two by epileptics, one by an imbecile, two by cases of

acute, two of chronic, and one of puerperal mnania, and two by persons

not insane. Eleven of these were males, and three females.

The results of treatment in the sixty-eight cases, omitting eighteen

not insane, are as follows:

Discharged recovered 21 Died, 10
do improved 4 Remaining Nov. 30th, 1857 26
do unimproved 7 -

Total, 68

The eighteen cases committed to the institution on criminal orders,

and found not to be insane, were charged with the following crimes:

Murder,. - .3 Incendiarism 3
Attempt at rape, - .. - 1 Grand larceny 6
Assault with intent to kill,.... -. 1 Bigamy, . -. .1
Forgery, .. ..3 -

Total, 18

Of the twelve feigning insanity ten simulated dementia, and two

mania. The two cases reported as not insane were sent by courts

without an examination. In the one case the reckless and vicious

habits of the offender were construed into insanity; and in the other

the degradation and stupidity consequent upon ignorance and a life of

drunkenness, were mistaken for dementia.




